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               DIVISION 610 LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION

House Presses Ahead with $ 649B Defense Bill

The House is sending mixed signals on President Barack Obama's military action against Libya, voting to prohibit weapons and training to rebels looking to oust Moammar Gadhafi but stopping short of trying to cut off money for American participation in the NATO-led mission. In a series of votes Thursday, Republicans and Democrats expressed their dissatisfaction with the Libya operation, now in its fourth month with no end in sight and waning support from some nations in the international coalition. The House voted to bar military aid to the rebels but moments later rejected efforts to prevent funding for the limited U.S. mission. The votes mirrored the contradictory actions of the House last month, when lawmakers refused to approve the operation but declined to cut off the money.

The latest House votes came on amendments to a $649 billion defense spending bill that lawmakers hoped to finish on Friday. The overall measure covering weapons and warships, jet fighters and bombers, personnel and military pay is $9 billion less than Obama requested but $17 billion more than current levels. It covers the Pentagon budget beginning Oct. 1 but must be reconciled with a still-to-be-completed Senate version.

The congressional unrest over Libya stems from a stalemated civil war and Obama's contention that he didn't need congressional authorization to engage in another war on top of Afghanistan and Iraq because Libya fighting isn't full-blown hostilities. Among war-weary NATO allies, Italy announced that it was reducing its participation in the campaign by removing an aircraft carrier from the region and pulling thousands of troops home. 

"Libya did not attack us. Libya did not attack NATO," Rep. Tom Cole, R-Okla., said. "However much we detest Mr. Gadhafi and his regime, we have no reason to be at war." The House voted 225-201 for an amendment sponsored by Cole to bar the Pentagon from providing "military equipment, training or advice or other support for military activities" to an outside group, such as rebel forces, for military action in or against Libya. Forty-eight Democrats backed the Republican-sponsored measure. The intent of the measure was to prohibit aid to the rebels such as weapons and assistance to their Transitional National Council, including operational planning. The broad effort also would target contractors in Libya.

Obama already has authorized $25 million in nonlethal assistance to the rebels, including thousands of meals ready to eat rations from Pentagon stocks. The U.S. also has supplied some $53 million in humanitarian aid. Neither would be affected by the bill.  Moments after that vote Thursday, the House rejected a measure that would have prohibited funds for the U.S. military to continue its limited role. The vote was 229-199, with 67 Democrats breaking with the administration to support the amendment.

"This is our moment to reclaim the Constitution of the United States," said Rep. Dennis Kucinich, D-Ohio, who co-sponsored the amendment with freshman Rep. Justin Amash, R-Mich. "We have the power to determine when to go to war, not some rebel power in Benghazi." Lawmakers argue that Obama violated the 1973 War Powers Resolution, which requires a president to seek congressional approval within 60 days of the first military strikes, a move the commander in chief did not make.

In a reflection of congressional anger toward the administration, the House voted overwhelmingly for an amendment that prohibits spending that violates the War Powers Resolution and focuses on future military operations. The House also rejected two other efforts to prohibit funds for the U.S. military operation in Libya. 
Sen. John McCain, the top Republican on the Senate Armed Services Committee, criticized the House vote on aid to the rebels, arguing that it sends the wrong message to Gadhafi and those challenging the long-time leader. "I am saddened by the abandonment of America's traditional support for those struggling for freedom and democracy, which has been a hallmark of our Republican Party for decades," said the Arizona Republican, who traveled to Benghazi in April to meet with the rebels.

Since NATO took command of the Libya operation in early April, the U.S. role has largely been limited to support efforts such as intelligence, surveillance and electronic warfare. The U.S. has launched drone attacks and other airstrikes, flying more than 3,400 sorties. The Senate has delayed consideration of a resolution authorizing the U.S. mission in Libya. Amid negotiations to slash spending and raise the nation's borrowing limit, the House rejected several amendments to cut the Pentagon budget, including a measure by Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., to half the bill's increase in defense sp

 Time is running out to fix problems with new GI Bill payments for next semester.

Last week, the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee approved legislation to guarantee that veterans attending private colleges will have the same tuition payouts until they graduate, despite changes set to go into effect Aug. 1.  The legislation is similar to an initiative passed by the House in May, with the goal of preventing student veterans from facing deep debt from lower reimbursement rates.

Veterans groups have praised disastrous rollout of the post-9/11 GI Bill benefits two years ago.both measures as important steps toward ensuring that veterans can finish their degrees. However, Senate officials acknowledge that it could be weeks before the full chamber takes action on either bill, if they get to the matter at all this summer. Likewise,  Veterans Affairs officials warn that any change this late in the year could potentially disrupt all GI Bill payments, a situation reminiscent of the 

In a statement, VA spokesman Drew Brookie said that the VA has been working with lawmakers to deal with potential debt problems students could face with the new payout rules. “At the same time, we need to make sure that any change in law that would provide this relief doesn’t have the effect of disrupting the administration of the program for the larger group of GI Bill beneficiaries,” he said.

The problem stems from changes made by Congress in December in an attempt to make the college tuition benefit more equitable for all veterans. Previously, students attending private colleges received payments equal to the most expensive public university in their home state. Because that lead to widely different payouts for veterans in the same classrooms, lawmakers replaced that formula with a $17,500 yearly maximum on tuition and fees for students at private universities.

Students attending classes for the first time this fall won’t notice the change, and thousands of students who had been receiving less than that for tuition will benefit from the change. Nevertheless, about 30,000 veterans from states with previously higher rates -– students from Texas, for example, could get more than $47,000 in tuition last semester -– will suddenly need to come up with thousands of dollars to continue their private college classes because of the cap.

Last month, the House unanimously approved legislation sponsored by House Veterans Affairs Chairman Jeff Miller, R-Fla., which would allow veterans already in college to keep the higher reimbursement rates until graduation, ensuring that those students don’t accrue any new debt. To pay for the $50 million cost of the grandfathered tuition rates, Miller’s bill would eliminate a proposed fee reduction on VA home loans for homebuyers who have a down payment of less than 5 percent.

Legislation moving in the Senate, sponsored by Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., would provide the same grandfathered GI Bill rates with slightly different changes to the VA home loan fees. The issues would need to be reconciled before the changes could become law, a process that could take days or months.

Analysts: DoD Budget May Be Too Important to Cut

Doesn’t it feel like lawmakers, DoD officials and reporters all have been talking about major DoD budget cuts for so long they must’ve happened by now? There was a period earlier this year when it seemed like every Beltway Bandit with an email account was putting out a white paper that recommended ever-deeper slashes through Pentagon spending: The F-35, the V-22, Virginia-class submarines, the Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle — all of it had to go.

However, when you uncover your eyes and look around, here we are in July, with a new secretary of defense, and yet much of DoD’s major programs and bureaucracy are more or less intact. That may not last very much longer. Then again, investment analysts told CNBC’s “Fast Money,” the defense industry represents one of the most consistent, most effective sources of jobs and money for local economies, and if the Obama administration’s other attempts at “stimulus” fizzle, it’ll be difficult for Washington to cut too much defense spending as Congress and the president both face an upcoming election.

Here’s how “Fast Money” executive producer John Melloy put it:  “This may not sound politically correct, since fiscal stimulus in the United States somehow means temporary payroll tax cuts, temporary housing tax breaks and temporary cash-for-clunkers gimmicks, but the defense/aerospace sector contains huge positive multiplier effects for the domestic economy,” said David Rosenberg, chief economist and strategist for Toronto-based firm Gluskin-Sheff, in a note Tuesday. “And without the technology that was spawned by this area of the economy, Silicon Valley wouldn’t be in existence.”

President Obama wants a plan to cut defense spending by $400 billion in 12 years, but Rosenberg is betting that the President will have to adjust that statement. Along with China’s military ambitions and rising conflicts around the world driven by food inflation, the strategist believes the military sector will be in demand because the shares are flat-out cheap with a two percent-plus dividend yield. “The reality is that the group tends to outperform in general election years,” said Cai Von-Rumohr, an analyst with Cowen Group. “Nobody talks about cutting any weapons systems during election years.”

Von-Rumohr goes on to say that he likes the investment prospects for GE, Raytheon, Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman in particular. One reason is that these and other defense firms believe cyber-security will continue to be a growth area even if they’re selling less hardware going forward. And there’s another reason these financial types believe the defense industry will continue to provide a good return on investment: China.

BELOW ARE SOME CURRENT PIECES OF LEGISLATION THAT MAY BE OF INTEREST 
EDUCATION

H.R. 276 to allow for the transfer of educational assistance under the Post-9/11 Educational Assistance Program to certain dependents to be used for special education.
Introduced by Rep. Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE)
 H.R. 614 “Post 9/11 G.I. Bill Dependent Coverage Improvement Act “to extend the age of eligibility of dependent children for receipt of transferred educational assistance under the Post-9/11 Educational Assistance Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs.   Introduced by Rep. Gwen Moore (D-WI)  
 H.R. 1130 “Education Assistance to Realign New Eligibilities for Dependents (EARNED) Act of 2011” to provide authority for certain members of the Armed Forces who have served 20 years on active duty to transfer entitlement to Post-9/11 Educational Assistance to their dependents.  Introduced by Rep. Rodney Alexandria (R-LA)

 

H.R. 1383 “Restoring GI Bill Fairness Act of 2011” to temporarily preserve higher rates for tuition and fees for programs of education at non-public institutions of higher learning pursued by individuals enrolled in the Post-9/11 Educational Assistance Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs before the enactment of the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Improvements Act of 2010.  Introduced by Rep. Jeff Miller (R-FL)  
 S. 745 A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to protect certain veterans who would otherwise be subject to a reduction in educational assistance benefits.  Introduced by Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY)
 S. 536 to provide that utilization of survivors' and dependents' educational assistance shall not be 
subject to the 48-month limitation on the aggregate amount of assistance utilizable under multiple veterans and related educational assistance programs.  Introduced by Sen. Jim Webb  (D-VA)
FAMILY
H.R. 284 “Veterans, Women, Families with Children, and Persons With Disabilities Housing Fairness Act of 2011” to authorize funds to prevent housing discrimination through the use of nationwide testing, to increase funds for the Fair Housing Initiatives Program.   Introduced by Rep. Al Green (D-TX)
 H.R. 535 “Military Families Financial Preparedness Act” to expand the matters covered by pre-separation counseling provided to members of the Armed Forces and their spouses.  Introduced by Rep. Andre Carson (D-IN)
 H.R. 687 “Military Spouses Employment Act” to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to make employers of spouses of military personnel eligible for the work opportunity credit.  Introduced by Rep. John Carter (R-TX)
GUARD & RESERVE

H.R. 179 to eliminate the requirement that certain former members of the reserve components of the Armed Forces be at least 60 years of age in order to be eligible to receive health care benefits.  Introduced by Rep. Joe Wilson (R-SC)
 

H.R. 181 “National Guardsmen and Reservists Parity for Patriots Act” to ensure that members of the reserve components of the Armed Forces who have served on active duty or performed active service since September 11, 2001, in support of a contingency operation or in other emergency situations receive credit for such service in determining eligibility for early receipt of non-regular service retired pay.   Introduced by Rep. Joe Wilson (R-SC)  

 

H.R. 743 “Hire A Hero Act of 2011” to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow the work opportunity credit to small businesses which hire individuals who are members of the Ready Reserve or National Guard. Introduced by Rep. Lynn Jenkins (R- KS)  

 

S. 367 “Hire A Hero Act of 2011” Introduced by Sen. Scott Brown (R-MA)  

 

H.R. 948 “Embedded Mental Health Providers for Reserves Act of 2011” to require the provision of behavioral health services to members of the reserve components of the Armed Forces necessary to meet pre-deployment and post-deployment readiness and fitness standards, and for other purposes.
Introduced by Rep. David Loebsack ( D-IA)

 

S. 325 “Embedded Mental Health Providers for Reserves Act of 2011”  Introduced by Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) 

 

H.R. 1025 to recognize the service in the reserve components of certain persons by honoring them with status as veterans under law. Introduced by Rep. Tim Walz (D-MN)  

 

S. 491 “Honor America's Guard-Reserve Retirees Act of 2011” to recognize the service in the reserve components of the Armed Forces of certain persons by honoring them with status as veterans under law Introduced by Sen. Mark Pryor ( D- AR)

 

H.R. 1089 “Sergeant Coleman S. Bean Reserve Component Suicide Prevention Act “to direct the Secretary of Defense to provide members of the Individual Ready Reserve, Individual Mobilization Augmentees, and inactive members of the National Guard who served in Afghanistan or Iraq with information on counseling to prevent suicide.  Introduced by Rep. Rush Holt (D-NJ)

 

S. 579 “Sergeant Coleman S. Bean Reserve Component Suicide Prevention Act” Introduced by Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ)  

 

H.R. 1283 “Reserve Retirement Deployment Credit Correction Act” to eliminate the per-fiscal year calculation of days of certain active duty or active service used to reduce the minimum age at which a member of a reserve component of the uniformed services may retire for non-regular service. Introduced by Rep. Tom Latham (R-IA)  

 

H.R. 1570 to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a tax credit to employers for the value of the service not performed during the period employees are performing service as members of the Ready Reserve or the National Guard.   Introduced by Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-FL)

 

H.R. 1577 to authorize advance appropriations for military personnel, reserve personnel, and National Guard personnel accounts of the Department of Defense, generally Title I of the annual Department of Defense appropriations Act.   Introduced by Rep. Scott Rigell (R- VA)

HEALTHCARE
H.R. 115 CHAMPVA Children's Protection Act of 2011to increase the maximum age for children eligible for medical care under the CHAMPVA program. Introduced by Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA)  
 S. 490 to increase the maximum age for children eligible for medical care under the CHAMPVA program.  Introduced by Sen. Daniel K. Akaka (D-HI)
 H.R. 409 “Chiropractic Health Parity for Military Beneficiaries Act” to require the Secretary of Defense to develop and implement a plan to provide chiropractic health care services and benefits for certain new beneficiaries as part of the TRICARE program.   Introduced by Rep. Mike Rogers (R-MI)  
 H.R. 652 to limit the increase of premiums, deductibles, copayments, or other charges for health care provided under the TRICARE program. Introduced by Rep. Don Young (R-AK)
 H.R. 930 to improve the disability compensation evaluation procedure of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder or mental health conditions related to military sexual trauma.   Introduced by Rep. Chellie Pingree (D-ME)
 H.R. 1092 “Military Retirees Health Care Protection Act” to prohibit certain increases in fees for military healthcare. Introduced by Rep. Walter B. Jones (R-NC)
H.R. 1285 “Military Health Care Affordability Act” to prohibit certain increases in fees for military healthcare before fiscal year 2014. Introduced by Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-MN)

PAY & COMPENSATION

H.R. 237 to amend the Homeowners Assistance Program of the Department of Defense to give the Secretary of Defense flexibility regarding setting the commencement date for homeowner assistance for members of the Armed Forces permanently reassigned during the mortgage crisis.  Introduced by Rep. Gerald Connolly (D-VA)

 H.R. 303 “Retired Pay Restoration Act” to permit additional retired members of the Armed Forces who have a service-connected disability to receive both disability compensation from the Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability and either retired pay by reason of their years of military service or Combat-Related Special Compensation and to eliminate the phase-in period under current law with respect to such concurrent receipt.  Introduced by Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-FL)

 H.R. 333 “Disabled Veterans Tax Termination Act” to permit retired members of the Armed Forces who have a service-connected disability rated less than 50 percent to receive concurrent payment of both retired pay and veterans' disability compensation, to eliminate the phase-in period for concurrent receipt, to extend eligibility for concurrent receipt to chapter 61 disability retirees with less than 20 years of service, and for other purposes.  Introduced by Rep. Sanford Bishop (D-GA)

 H.R. 561 “Veterans Employment Tax Credit Act of 2011” to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the work opportunity tax credit with respect to veterans. Introduced by Rep. Peter Welch (D-VT) 

H.R. 923 “Veterans Pensions Protection Act of 2011” to exempt reimbursements of expenses related to accident, theft, loss, or casualty loss from determinations of annual income with respect to pensions for veterans and surviving spouses and children of veterans, and for other purposes.  Introduced by Rep. Alcee Hastings (D-FL)

 S. 780 “Veterans Pensions Protection Act of 2011” Introduced by Sen. Jon Tester (D-MT) 

 H.R. 1110 “Combat Act” to increase the maximum monthly rate for the military special pay known as hostile fire pay, imminent danger pay, or hazardous duty pay, to increase the maximum monthly rate for the family separation allowance paid to deployed members of the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. Introduced by Rep. Jerry McNerney (D-CA)  

 H.R. 1178 “Disabled Veterans Commissary and Exchange Store Benefits Act” to extend military commissary and exchange store privileges to veterans with a compensable service-connected disability and to their dependents.  Introduced by Rep. Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE)     

 S. 344 “Retired Pay Restoration Act of 2011” to permit certain retired members of the uniformed services who have a service-connected disability to receive both disability compensation from the Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability and either retired pay by reason of their years of military service or Combat-Related Special Compensation.   Introduced by Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV)

SURVIVOR BENEFITS
H.R. 178 “Military Surviving Spouses Equity Act” to repeal the requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor Benefit Plan for military surviving spouses to offset the receipt of veterans’ dependency and indemnity compensation.   Introduced by Rep. Joe Wilson (R-SC)
S. 260 to repeal the requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor Benefit Plan by veterans' dependency and indemnity compensation.   Introduced by Sen. Bill Nelson (D-FL)

H.R. 493 “Military Retiree Survivor Comfort Act” to provide for forgiveness of certain overpayments of retired pay paid to deceased retired members of the Armed Forces following their death.   Introduced by Rep. Walter Jones (R-NC)
 H.R. 813 to reduce the period of time for which a veteran must be totally disabled before the veteran's survivors are eligible for the benefits provided by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for survivors of certain veterans rated totally disabled at time of death.  Introduced by Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA)

 VETERANS/RETIREES

H.R. 120 “Disabled Veterans' Surviving Spouses Home Loans Act” to provide for eligibility for housing loans guaranteed by the Department of Veterans Affairs for the surviving spouses of certain totally disabled veterans.   Introduced by Rep. Virgina Foxx (R-NC)

 H.R. 186 to expand the eligibility for concurrent receipt of military retired pay and veterans' disability compensation to include all members of the uniformed services who are retired under chapter 61 of such title for disability, regardless of the members' disability rating percentage.  Introduced by Rep. Joe Wilson (R-SC)

H.R. 240 to promote jobs for veterans through the use of sole source contracts by Department of Veterans Affairs for purposes of meeting the contracting goals and preferences of the Department of Veterans Affairs for small business concerns owned and controlled by veterans.  Introduced by Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA)

H.R. 238 “Military Retiree Health Care Relief Act of 2011” to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a refundable credit to military retirees for premiums paid for coverage under Medicare Part B.  Introduced by Rep. Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO)

 H.R. 287 “Homes for Heroes Act of 2011” to expand the supply of permanent housing for very low-income veteran families; and (2) to provide supportive services through such housing to support the needs of such veteran families. Introduced by Rep. Al Green (D-TX)

 H.R. 329 “Chiropractic Care Available to All Veterans Act” to require the provision of chiropractic care and services to veterans at all Department of Veterans Affairs medical centers and to expand access to such care and services.  Introduced by Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA)

H.R. 781 “Veterans' Employment Transition Support Act of 2011” to allow employers a credit against income tax for hiring veterans.  Introduced by Rep. Thaddeus McCotter (R-MI)

 H.R. 804 to clarify the eligibility of certain veterans who serve in support of Operation New Dawn for hospital care, medical services, and nursing home care provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs.  Introduced by Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA)

 H.R. 806 “End Veteran Homelessness Act of 2011” to make certain improvements in the services provided for homeless veterans under the laws administered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.  Introduced by Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA)

 H.R. 814 “Medicare VA Reimbursement Act of 2011” to provide Medicare payments to Department of Veterans Affairs medical facilities for items and services provided to Medicare-eligible veterans for non-service-connected conditions. Introduced by Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA)

 H.R. 865 Veteran Employment Transition Act of 2011 to extend the work opportunity credit to certain recently discharged veterans.  Introduced by Rep. Tim Walz (D-MN)

 S. 146 Veteran Employment Transition Act of 2011 Introduced by Sen. Max Baucus (D-MT) 

 H.R. 923 Veterans Pensions Protection Act of 2011 to exempt reimbursements of expenses related to accident, theft, loss, or casualty loss from determinations of annual income with respect to pensions for veterans and surviving spouses and children of veterans, and for other purposes.  Introduced by Rep. Alcee Hastings (D-FL)

 S. 780 Veterans Pensions Protection Act of 2011 Introduced by Sen. Jon Tester (D-MT) 

 H.R. 1133 Helping Our Homeless Veterans Act of 2011 to authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to enter into agreements with States and nonprofit organizations to collaborate in the provision of case management services associated with certain supported housing programs for veterans, and for other purposes. Introduced by Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA)

 H.R. 1312 “Jobs for Veterans Act of 2011” to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow an increased work opportunity credit with respect to recent veterans, and for other purposes. Introduced by Rep. Peter King (R-NY)

 H.R. 1407 “Veterans' Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2011” to increase, effective as of December 1, 2011, the rates of compensation for veterans with service-connected disabilities and the rates of dependency and indemnity compensation for the survivors of certain disabled veterans. Introduced by Rep. Jon Runyan (R-NJ)

 H.R. 1460 to provide for automatic enrollment of veterans returning from combat zones into the VA medical system.  Introduced by Rep. William Owens (D-NY)

 H.R. 1484 “Veterans Appeals Improvement Act of 2011” to improve the appeals process of the Department of Veterans Affairs and to establish a commission to study judicial review of the determination of veterans' benefits. Introduced by Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA)

 H.R. 1595 “Veterans' Home Loan Improvement Act of 2011” to make all veterans eligible for home loans under the veterans mortgage revenue bond program.  Introduced by Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR)

 OTHER BILLS OF INTEREST

 H.R. 943 “K-9 Companion Corps Act” to establish a grant program to encourage the use of assistance dogs by certain members of the Armed Forces and veterans.   Introduced by Rep. Mazie Hirono (D-HI)

H.R. 961 “Safe Haven for Heroes Act of 2011” to amend title 18, United States Code, with respect to the prohibition on disrupting military funerals, and for other purposes.   Introduced by Rep. Dutch Ruppersberger (D-MD)

 H.R. 1046 “Honor the WISH Act” to authorize a member of the Armed Forces to designate anyone as the person authorized to direct disposition of the remains of the member if the member dies while on active duty. Introduced by Rep. Steve Cohen (D-TN)

 H.R. 1154 “Veterans Equal Treatment for Service Dogs Act” to prevent the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from prohibiting the use of service dogs on Department of Veterans Affairs property.   Introduced by Rep. John Carter (R-TX)

 H.R. 1591 “Sanctity of Eternal Rest for Veterans Act of 2011” to guarantee that military funerals are conducted with dignity and respect.   Introduced by Rep. Charles Bass (R-NH)

 S. 815 “Sanctity of Eternal Rest for Veterans Act of 2011” Introduced by Sen. Olympia Snowe (R-ME) 

 S.   67 to permit former members of the Armed Forces who have a service-connected disability rated as total to travel on military aircraft in the same manner and to the same extent as retired members of the Armed Forces are entitled to travel on such aircraft.   Introduced by Sen. Daniel Inouye (D-HI)

If any of these issues are pertinent to you, need more information or want to know what other pieces of legislation are happening regarding military and veterans. Please visit www.thomas.gov and type in the specific piece of legislation for all the current information and updates. Likewise, if you want more action contact your elected official exercise your right to voice your opinion.
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